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S-1344.1

SENATE BI LL 5661

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Finkbeiner, Brown, Strannigan, Rossi, Hochstatter and Cke

Read first tinme 02/05/97. Referred to Conmttee on Energy & Uilities.

AN ACT Relating to the electric utility industry; and addi ng a new
chapter to Title 80 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unl ess the context clearly indicates otherw se.

(1) "Ancillary services" neans scheduling, reactive power, voltage
control, and other services that allow a retail electric custoner to
use distribution facilities and that are not subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of the federal energy regulatory comm ssion. "Ancillary
services" does not include long-term energency or backup power to
replace the | oss of generation resources or to cover that portion of a
custoner’s | oad that exceeds generation supply.

(2) "Conmm ssion"” neans the utilities and transportati on comm ssi on.

(3) "Direct access" neans the right of all retail electric
custoners and electricity service suppliers to interconnect wth and
use distribution facilities on a nondiscrimnatory basis to transport
electricity from any source by or on behalf of any retail electric
custoner. "Direct access" is also known as "retail wheeling."
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(4) "Distribution facilities" means t he equi pnent and
infrastructure wused to deliver electricity to retail electric
custoners, except a transmission facility.

(5) "Electrical conmpany” neans a conpany owned by investors that
meets the definition of RCW 80.04. 010.

(6) "Electric cooperative" nmeans a cooperative or association
organi zed under chapter 23.86 RCW

(7) "Electricutility" nmeans any el ectrical conmpany, public utility
district, electric cooperative, or nmunicipal electric utility, that is
engaged in the business of distributing electricity toretail electric
custoners in the state.

(8 "Electricity" neans electric energy, neasured in kilowatt
hours, or electric capacity, neasured in kilowatts.

(9) "Electricity service supplier” means any person or entity that
sells electricity to nore than one retail electric custoner, including
but not limtedto electricutilities, aggregators, narketers, brokers,
i ndependent power producers, or other nunicipal or state authorities.

(10) "CGoverning body" neans the board of directors; the council of
a city or town; or the commssioners of an electric cooperative,
muni ci pal electric utility, or public utility district, respectively,
that has the authority to set and approve rates.

(11) "Load" neans the anmount of electricity delivered or required
by a retail electric custonmer at a specific point of delivery.

(12) "Municipal electric utility" nmeans a city or town that owns
and operates an electric utility authorized by chapter 35.92 RCW

(13) "Public utility district" nmeans a district authorized by
chapter 54.04 RCWthat sells electricity toretail electric custoners.

(14) "Retail electric custoner”™ means any person or entity,
including but not limted to a residential, commercial, and i ndustri al
consuner, that purchases electricity for ultimte consunption and not
for resale.

(15) "Transmssion facility" means plant and equipnment used to
transmt electricity ininterstate comerce and whose rates, terns, and
conditions are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the federa
energy regul atory comm ssion.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) The conmm ssion has the authority to
approve pilot progranms for direct access with retail electric custoners
of individual electrical conpanies.

SB 5661 p. 2



w N

©O© 00 N o o b

10
11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
23

(2) The governing body of a public utility district, nunicipa
electric utility, or electric cooperative has the authority to approve
pilot progranms for direct access with retail electric customners.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. No later than January 1, 1998, every
electricutility shall: (1) Separate its generation, transm ssion, and
distribution assets and operations to accurately assess the costs of
utility functions and to allow for fair and accurate pricing of
unbundl ed services; and (2) publish separate rates, terns, and
conditions for at |east the foll owi ng unbundl ed products and servi ces:
Electricity; ancillary services; and direct access to distribution
facilities.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. No later than January 1, 1998, every bill to
a retail electric custoner froman electricity service supplier nust
contain, anong other things: (1) A conplete and accurate |ist of the
rates and anmount due for each unbundl ed service or product that the
custoner is purchasing; (2) the rates and anmount of state and |oca
taxes, if any, inposed on the custoner; and (3) other price information
necessary to facilitate custoner choice, as determned by the
comm ssion for electrical conpanies, pursuant to rules adopted under
RCW 80. 04. 160, and by the governing body of public utility districts,
muni ci pal electric utilities, and electric cooperatives.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 1 through 4 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 80 RCW

~-- END ---
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